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30 June 2020

COVID-19 Safety Plan
Effective 1 July 2020

Wedding ceremonies and receptions  

We’ve developed this guidance to help you create and maintain a safe 
environment for you and your guests when planning a wedding.

There are some requirements that should be complied with, including the number of people who can attend. This will change with time, 
for up-to-date information visit nsw.gov.au

> GUIDANCE
Consider the actions you will put in place to keep people safe 

CONSIDERATIONS ACTIONS

Wellbeing of attendees

Ensure your guests are aware they should only attend if they are feeling 
well and do not have any respiratory or COVID-19 symptoms.

Consider sending out messages as the event draws closer to remind 
your guests it’s important they don’t attend if they are feeling unwell, and 
encourage them to get tested. 

If a guest has symptoms and asks if they should attend your wedding, 
encourage them to see their GP or attend a local COVID clinic.

Think about ways your guests can be involved through a video broadcast 
or live stream, if they can’t attend due to illness or travel restrictions, or 
are a vulnerable person and wish to avoid gatherings. If you are hiring a 
venue for the ceremony or reception, talk to the event planner or facility 
about any available options to stream the event.

If you have guests who are at high-risk of developing COVID-19 
complications such as elderly people or people with conditions affecting 
their immunity, consider discussing the option of attending the ceremony 
only, which is lower risk than the reception.

If you will serve alcohol at your wedding, consider ways to encourage 
responsible use, such as limiting bar tabs or drink packages.

Web based questionnaire sent to all Wedding and 
Accommodation guests via email prior to arrival/event requiring 
health declaration regarding Covid 19 symptoms to ascertain 
suitability for attendance.

Guests sent questionnaire to ascertain healths status and 
advised they are not to attend if they experiencing 
symptoms and should obtain medical advice/get tested.

Guests with symptoms not allowed to attend 
unless they have  medical authority and 
clearance/Covid 19 negative test.

Live stream of weddings can be arranged for 
those unable to attend.

Attendance of elderly persons to be discussed 
with marrying couple as to suitability.  Live 
streaming can be an option.

RSA qualified staff control alcohol consumption.  
Alternative non alcoholic drinks are in plentiful supply free 
of charge, such as water, cordial, tea and coffee.
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CONSIDERATIONS ACTIONS

Physical distancing

Capacity must not exceed one guest per 4 square metres for a wedding 
service (excluding the couple, the people involved in conducting the 
service and the photographer and the videographer).

Singing (particularly group singing) and wind instruments can spread 
COVID-19 if a performer is infected. If these are involved in the ceremony 
or reception ensure there are protections in place for guests, including at 
least 3 metres distance from performers.

If you want to have dancing at the wedding, ensure this is restricted to 
only the wedding couple and the wedding party. Make sure to choose 
a venue that has a dancefloor area with enough space. Think about 
strategies to avoid crowding on the dancefloor and other areas such 
as avoiding or modifying rituals like throwing the bouquet or the Hora. 
Ensure people do not take alcoholic drinks onto the dancefloor. (An 
earlier version of this guidance indicated that dancing for all guests was 
permitted at weddings. This was printed in error, and applies only to the 
wedding couple and wedding party.)

Consider seating guests from the same household next to each other, to 
make it easier to fit everyone safely together. 

Consider having photos taken before the ceremony (rather than in 
between the ceremony and reception) to decrease the amount of time 
between each.

Hygiene and cleaning

Consider alternatives to physical gifts or wishing wells, such as online gift 
registries, direct delivery or electronic funds transfer. 

Think about how other hygiene risks could be minimised, such as not 
sharing food or cigarettes/e-cigarettes and making sure people can 
remember which glassware is theirs.

If you would like a guest book, consider asking guests to bring their 
own pen, or have a plan to clean any shared pens and the area around 
the book in-between guests signing. Consider alternatives like a digital 
guestbook that can be filled in from home. 

Record keeping

Keep a record of guests who attend, including a mobile number or email 
address. Make sure you also keep a record of additional attendees such 
as photographers. Keep this list for 28 days after the event. If there is a 
guest at your wedding who gets diagnosed with COVID-19, public health 
will ask that you provide this record to assist with contact tracing.

Our weddings adhere completely to current covid regulations.  We are an indoor/outdoor venue 
and we work with the current metre per person rule and social distancing.  We are a large country 
property on acreage with an indoor/outdoor setup, surrounded by 100's of acreas of uninhabited 
countryside.

Live music is discouraging during these time, however if 
involved in a ceremony or reception a 3 metre distance 
will be maintained between guests and performers.  

Dancing will be restricted to wedding couple and wedding party.  
Our dancefloor area is very large and is mostly outdoors, 
therefore considered to be safer.  Prior to dancing commencing a 
reminder announcement will be made to ensure only wedding 
couple and wedding party to ensure that social distancing and no 
drinks on dance floor allowed. 

Guests from same household will be allocated 
seating together and 1.5m distance between 
tables and guests not known to one another.
Photos prior to Ceremony with a "first reveal" (of wedding outfits)  is suggested to couples as an 
alternative so that marrying couple can join their guests earlier in the proceeding.  We are also 
suggesting an earlier finish time (with a suitable refund) due to bans on dancing.  Also offering 
other options to dancing... for example, trivia quiz conducted by MC or venue operators or other 
fun activities as an alternative.

Online wishing well and signing book offered.  
No pens or paper supplied at wedding.  

Guests keep own glasses throughout evening.  
If unable to produce own glass, plastic 
disposable glass issued.  

Online/digital guest book is offered as 
alternative...  

All guests of Wedding Shed and Accommodation areas are required to supply a health 
declaration through our website stating that they are Covid 19 symptom free and supplying their 
contact details as declarer and ability to supply contact details for all of their household.  We also 
ask for declaration that no guests have arrived from overseas or (at the time of writing) Melbourne 
within 14 days of wedding or arrival date and also to advise of any symptons or change of 
symptoms during and 14 days beyond wedding / accommodation date.


